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Charity Number 1031419

Report to the Charity Commission by the Trustees for 2015
With a dank and bitter cold start to the year, things did not bode well for Beekeeping’s Spring Build Up. Even the summer had moments of high winds, rain and vast temperature swings; leaving us to wonder what the weather was up to next. Climate change has been knocking at the bees’ and the local habitat’s doors for some time. The results by the end of the season showed poor queens lost, not mated and some beekeepers with a honey crop down on the year before. Again those who relied on the oilseed rape crop have had only a small success.

Our membership is still strong with plenty joining and hopefully taking hold of the reins in the years to come.  We have sadly lost valuable members of our community, notably Geoff Mills and Eileen Marrable, who had knowledge and experience that is hard to glean from books. Both volunteered readily.

Our finances remain in good health, which has resulted from prudent management of our resources and from increased membership. Collectively, this has been put to good use for all with training courses and resources for Divisions. It has also enabled us to absorb an increased capitation fee from the BBKA by one pound per member which will, for a second year running, restrict having to raise fees in 2016.  However, it may be that we will not be able to continue to contain future increases in BBKA capitation fees. 

We have a new Link Trustee from the BBKA, Howard Pool, who we have already invited to two Central Executive Committee (CEC) meetings to discuss the changes at the BBKA, as well as inform us of what the BBKA is doing for their membership.

This is the first full year of the EU ban on Neonicotinoid pesticides on flowering crops. The oilseed rape crop in some areas suffered from the flea beetle. We should be aware that, as a result, an emergency spraying of neonicotinoid pesticides may come into use in 2016. With political and economic arguments of a £12 billion global industry, it would not surprise me to learn that the concerns of the Essex beekeeper are quite far down their list. 
Our education programme continues to make progress with members taking exams. We ran countywide Module workshops as well as General Husbandry workshops. We would like to see more members take advantage of these EBKA funded opportunities. Bee Health Day again was a great a success. 

Divisions have reported a steady amount of new and would be beekeepers attending meetings and courses. We welcome them into our community.  A few members have been successful in the General Husbandry and the Advanced Husbandry exams with Jane Ridler now becoming a Master beekeeper. Well done to all.
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The EBKA conference was run by Dengie Hundred & Maldon Division (DMBKA). The conference provided a good day out with provocative and colourful speakers, tasty food, presentations of cups from the honey show and BBKA examination certificates together with a quality raffle in aid of ‘Bees Abroad’.  It was a day full of learning and fun.  Sadly, once again, this event only attracted familiar folk and a small percentage of our new membership, even though Carlie Mayes and the DMBKA Team did all they could to promote this outstanding annual event which is run by successive Divisions in rotation each year. Romford pick up the baton for 2016. Please do your utmost to support them.

The Essex Honey Show saw more high quality entries with mixed weather and great interest from the good folk of Essex. The EBKA tent and demonstrations were well attended and have been remembered by everyone who visited, even the beekeepers who won a cup or two. We must thank all those who graciously volunteered their time and energy - especially Richard Ridler (Show Secretary), who has stepped down after completing another successful year and Pat Allen, for her stocks of bees, which provided the public with great interest. Entries for the National Honey Show in October at Weybridge showed a large increase with richly deserved success for those who took part. It was nice to see faces from the Essex membership participating in lectures and taking prizes.

The CEC, made up from members of the nine Divisions in Essex, have steered the Association through another year. I would like to thank the other County Officers, the Divisional Voting Members, and the County and CEC Appointed Members for the resounding success and the many challenges met. The main change to the composition of the CEC during the year was the introduction of an Education Secretary by taking on some of the duties previously performed by the Examinations Secretary.

All Divisions have shown interesting and varied activities over the year, including training, lectures, demonstrations and workshops, which take a great deal of effort and good humour to organise and implement by willing volunteers. It is this ‘can help’ and ‘can do’ attitude that binds our Association together.
Ian Nichols Chairman

January 2016

[image: image3.png]Founded 1880 - www.essexbeekeepers.com - Registered Charity No.1031419




